
The 61cm (24") Venor Telescope 

 Regulus
The Newsletter of the RASC Kingston Centre 2002 May

1961-2002 - 41 Years of Astronomy in Kingston

Three years of an Amateur Telescope Making Project
comes to a close with First Light Ceremonies for the 61cm
(24") Venor Telescope, held on Astronomy Day, Saturday
April 20th, 2002 at the RASC-KC public observing sight,
the Murney Tower Museum Park in Kingston, Ontario.

Over 100 members of the Centre and the public attended
(see photos in the electronic 2002 June issue of Regulus -
and read the Editors column for more information on the
new monthly publishing schedule) and it took roughly 2
hours to allow everyone a look at the tremendously bright
moon and the not-so-bright Jupiter.

Primary Mirror: 610 mm (24")
Secondary Mirror: 127mm (5") 
Focal Length: 2745 mm (108")
F-ratio:   f4.5

Primary Mirror gross area: 292,238 square mm (0.29
square meters) (452 square inches)
Secondary Mirror gross area: 12,667 square mm
(0.0127 square meters) (19.6 square inches)
Primary Mirror Net area: 279,571 square mm (0.28 square
meters) (432 square inches)

History:
We received a donated 24" (61cm) glass blank in the fall
of 1998 from the Estate of Robert Venor of Montreal.
Over the fall we worked out the design and started
grinding in the spring of 1999. 
The mirror was coated on Saturday 2002 March 23rd at
the DDO in Toronto.  Now we start hunting for
Observatory property!
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From the President
By Laura Gagne

Spring is upon us now and the hunting season is past
(Messier hunting, that is).  I hope those of you who
attempted a Messier Marathon were successful.  This is a
good time of the year to observe many of these objects, so
if you haven’t finished your list, or you just want to see
some very beautiful objects, grab your telescope and get
out there!  If you did attempt a marathon, write an article
for Regulus and let us all know how you did.  Kevin is
always looking for submissions from members.

Astronomy day this year must have been the most exciting
one yet for Kingston Centre.  We had many, many
interested people visit our display.  I won’t say anymore
than that Kim Hay and her team of helpers did an
awesome job and I applaud their efforts.  You can read
Kim’s report for details.  In the evening, we inaugurated
the Robert Venor Telescope, our 24" pride and joy.  There
is a photographic documentary of the construction of the
telescope on our web page. Just follow the ATM link to
the Venor project.  We are now in the process of trying to
find a piece of land in dark sky country near Kingston
where we can build a permanent observatory for it.  In the
meantime, you can make arrangements to use the
telescope with Doug Angle, who is currently housing it at
his home near Sydenham.  We hope in the future to be
able to use the telescope for research projects as well as
pleasure cruising through the universe.  Doug, the chair of
the ATM group (Amateur Telescope Makers), and his
team did an excellent job on the telescope.  It is a work of
art as well as a very fine instrument.  Congratulations and
thanks to all who helped out.

In May we have a visit by Dr. David Levy, our honourary
president, who will be telling us what he has been doing
recently.  We are very excited about his visit, which will
be on Monday, May 13th instead of our regular meeting
night.  Be sure to mark your calendars and come early so
you can get a seat!  If you can’t make the meeting, then be
sure to read Susan’s secretary’s report in the next issue of
Regulus.  After David’s visit, the GA will be upon us.   As
usual, Kingston centre will be sending a contingent, and
there will be many reports for you to read following
discussions about issues that concern all of us.  If you can’t
get to the National Council meeting, then be sure to get
your proxies in to Peggy Hurley ASAP so your voice will
be heard.

I hope you have many clear skies and mild weather for
observing.  I am going to visit the Virgo cluster and try to
add a few more Messiers to my list while I’m out there,
since Kevin insists on posting all of our numbers!  Send
your numbers in too and maybe we can do a friendly
across-the-centre competition. 

National Council Report
By Peggy Hurley

The Annual General Meeting will be held in
Montreal this year from May 17th to 20th.  There are
three items for constitutional change this year.  The first
of these concerns electronic methods of attending National
Council Meetings ( such as conference calls,
teleconferencing ).  This is expected to make it possible
for more National Council Representatives to attend N. C.
meetings, lower the transportation costs to National Office
and allow the N. C. meetings to move locales more easily. 
The second amendment concerns terms of office for the N.
C. executive.  This would allow an officer of the National
Council to hold a post, take a term away from the post and
return to the post.  The restriction would be for
consecutive terms of office.

The third proposed amendment concerns the split
in funding between the National Office and the individual
Centre.  This amendment is proposing that the present
split of 60% to National Office and 40% to the Centres is
unwieldy and that National Office should be able to set a
fee that it needs to operate and the Centres set their own
fees.  Those that are supporting this amendment see this
as a simple book- keeping change.  Those that do not
support this see it as a major change to the way RASC
operates and possibly detrimental to both the National
Office and the individual Centres.  This is a controversial
issue with many side issues ( including how the life
membership funds will be handled as well as fees to
unattached members ) not all of which are addressed in
the present proposed amendment.

As this is such a controversial issue and ( as all
constitutional changes ) requires a two thirds majority vote
in order to pass, we are asking all members to send in
their proxy votes to the Centre.
Until next publication, clear skies.  

Science Fair
By Peggy Hurley

The Frontenac, Lennox and Addington Science Fair took
place on the first weekend of April this year.  This was the
largest Science Fair to be held
at McArthur College and
there were nine projects
directly related to astronomy. 
That is the most we have had
so far as well, and they were
all great projects.  This made
the judging very difficult for
us.

There were three
projects in the junior division
and six in the intermediate



Page 3    The Newsletter of the RASC Kingston Centre 2002 May

division.  The junior projects included a project on the
planet Mars, a second on the Rings of Saturn, and a third
on craters on Earth.  For the craters project, the children
had assumed that there were no craters on Earth, at least
none like on the Moon, but they quickly discovered that
their premise was wrong and they found the reasons why
so many craters are not easily seen.  An added difficulty
for this pair of siblings was the language of the judges. 
This project was in French ( which we read reasonably
well but spoken French is another matter ) and the
children spoke to us in English as they explained to the
best of their ability.  We were quite impressed with this
project and it was awarded the third prize for astronomy.

There were two other projects by French students
in the intermediate division.  Both of these young men
also explained themselves to us in English and their
command of English was much better than out command
of French.  One of these projects was on how stars were
formed and the other was classifying stars by their spectra.

The other intermediate projects included a proof
that the Earth rotates by observing stars, a look at the
Sudbury Neutrino Observatory and two on light pollution. 
The Sudbury Neutrino Observatory project included
explanations of neutrinos, information on the morphing of
neutrinos, a model of the detector and a brief comparison
of other neutrino observatories.  This project received
second place in the astronomy awards.

The two light pollution projects were really quite
different from each other.  One involved looking at
specific lighting needs and the changes to that lighting
using a full cut off hubble hood.  The second involved
observing the Plieades from various locations around
Kingston and counting stars.  This involved naked eye
observation, binocular observation, photographic
observation and digital observation was tried but was
unsuccessful.  Both light pollution projects were inspired
by an article in the Globe and Mail newspaper that
focused on the possible links human health and light
pollution.  Both young women were particularly struck by
the plight of baby sea turtles and migrating birds due to
light pollution.

The first prize for astronomy was awarded to
Ariane Menard for her project on light pollution involving
counting the stars in the Pleiades.  Congratulations Ariane
and all participants.

The judges were so impressed by the projects this

year that we have decided to invite the participants to the
June meeting and to make a brief presentation of their
projects to the members of the Kingston Centre.  Come
out and support the future of Astronomy in Canada.

Submissions from Members

Night Vigil

Stars like brilliant diamonds shine,
suspended in the cloudless night;
I marvel at them, cold and hard, 

while all my earthly cares take flight. 

The Moon, a silver orb in space, 
beckons me with smiling face.
Bold Jupiter, and Saturn pale

entice me on to pierce their veil.

The hours pass; I search, then stare,
then search yet more the deep;

for there’s so much I’ve not yet seen
I cannot bear to sleep.

Yet as the coldness slowly grows
and numbs my fingers, feet and toes

I sigh, then yield with modest sorrow;
"Good night, my friends, see you tomorrow." 

  
Paul Bock

Hamilton, VA  U.S.A. December, 2001

Astronomy Week 2002 April 15-21
By Kim Hay-Astronomy day Coordinator

TEAM WORK, that is what it is all about.  We had a
GREAT team this year to help make Astronomy
Week/Day (April 15-21) a great success.

Kingston Centre Members (Tom, Don, Vic, Barb, Sarah,
Susan, Hank, Kim) set up their scopes at Murney Park, at


